GeoHab 2002 – Meeting Report

1-3 May, 2002

Moss Landing Marine Laboratories

Moss Landing, California


We would like to thank all of the participants of the 2002 GeoHab conference for their attendance and excellent presentations. Superb talks were given and tremendously informative posters were displayed. We feel that the conference was successful and that good synergy was developed between the participants. From our observations there appeared to be a lot of energy and dynamics displayed by the participants in regard to future individual and group cooperative efforts to map habitats.


During the group discussion, the objectives and structure of GeoHab were clarified. Although GeoHab is an outgrowth of the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) it is not in any way affiliated with ICES. GeoHab is an informal association of scientists and others interested in geological mapping for the purpose of marine benthic habitat characterization. No officers, by-laws, or other formal documents exist. Most participants at the meeting agreed that this informality is preferable. The intent of the group is to communicate with stakeholders or users of the various thematic maps derived from geology and to facilitate future cooperative ventures.


The report of the steering committee was made to the attendees and it was reported that our Australian colleagues have offered to host the next meeting, to be held in Hobart, Tasmania April 30 – May 2, 2003. Our Irish colleagues have tentatively offered to host the 2004 meeting in Galway, Ireland.


The recommendation of the steering committee was that the 2003 meeting should be focused on the application of marine geological mapping, emphasizing the interaction between managers and researchers. The group as a whole suggested that “Geological Mapping of Habitats for Marine Resources and Management” be the theme of the next meeting. The application of habitat mapping in support of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and how geology can assist in the evaluation and selection of MPAs was also considered as an important topic to address at the next meeting. Keynote speakers that will participate in the next meeting will be solicited to address management, policy making and end user applications of GeoHab-type maps and products.


During discussion, the group consensus was that the logo should be retitled 

“GeoHab - Marine Geological and Biological Habitat Mapping.”

It became apparent during the group discussion that GeoHab has reached a point of maturity where student participation should occur and would be welcomed. The group agreed that students should be encouraged to attend and participate in the next meeting. 


The status of the various habitat characterization schemes presented at the meeting, as well as others in existence was discussed and it was unanimously agreed that GeoHab was not the forum to endorse one scheme over another. Most agreed that the schemes will need to evolve on their own and that the ones to eventually be used by the community will result from ease of application. 


It was reported that the Geological Association of Canada had solicited papers presented at the GeoHab 2002 meeting for publication in a book. (Presentations from the 2001 Habitat Mapping Special Session in St. John’s, Newfoundland will also be considered). All participants who presented papers and posters at the 2002 meeting are encouraged to consider submitting manuscripts for the special issue. Brian Todd and Gary Greene will be contacting potential contributors shortly.


The meeting was closed with a general agreement that GeoHab 2002 was successful and that this loose-net organization has definitely come of age. It was anticipated that participation in future meetings will increase and that the organization should expand its web site, develop mirror sites, and add hot links to other sites involved in similar or complimentary activities. It was suggested that the abstracts of the 2002 meeting and copies of the posters presented at the meeting be posted on the GeoHab web site. Many noted that a lot of effort was put into the production of the posters and that displaying them on the web should rectify their somewhat ephemeral display. Many of the poster presenters will be contacted about placing an electronic version of their poster on the GeoHab web site. 


The conference ended with a one-day, sunshine-filled field trip along the Big Sur coastline of central California. The western boundary of the North American plate was examined and well-exposed outcrops of Eocene turbidites and canyon-fill deposits were visited. In addition, tide pool habitats were observed and the coastal and associated submarine canyon processes were discussed. All appeared to enjoy the trip and it was recommended that similar types of field excursions be part of any future meeting. 


An updated participants list will be sent out by e-mail to all the attendees. Notification of major updates of the web site will be announced through e-mail as well. GeoHab is an open organization and as such we welcome anyone that is interested in geological mapping for habitat purposes.
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Steering Committee Members Present:

Peter Harris, Australia (2003 host)

Alan Butler, Australia (2003 host)

Anthony Grehan, Ireland (2004 host)

Ceri James, UK

Alan Stevenson, UK

Terje Thorsnes, Norway

Thomas Noji, USA

Page Valentine, USA

Gary Greene, USA

John Anderson, Canada

Brian Todd, Canada


Absent:

Dick Pickrill, Canada

Ricardo Santos, Azores

Christopher Cogan, Germany

Jan Helge Fossä, Norway

